
The Best Magazine Covers of  2015 

The Completely Biased, Highly Subjective, and 
Unscientific List. 

Brought to you by “From The Foredeck of  The Titanic”  



#1 Time Magazine 
May 5, 2015 

Here’s a great case where 
black and white and white and 
limited cover lines tell the 
story. How stark. How 
immediate. How recognizable. 
The point is quickly made and 
simple to understand. 



#2 Hi-Fructose Spring 15 

Timing is everything. About the 
time the movie 
Big Eyes about the artist 
Margaret Keane arrived, Hi-
Fructose Magazine put a perfect 
demonstration of  a perfect 
illustrated cover onto the rack. 
Again, all of  the cover lines rules 
are broken, but in this case, they 
are not necessary. 



#3 Paleo Magazine 
 June/July 15 

Food magazines continue to 
thrive on the newsstand. Take a 
look at any sized mainline and 
what you will see is both 
regular frequency and book-a-
zines taking up more and more 
space. I have to admit that I 
didn’t know much about the 
“Paleo” diet movement. After 
stopping, backing up, picking 
up, and then buying the June/
July 2015 issue, I learned 
something new. And come on, 
that salmon looks really good. 



#4 Hour Detroit August 2015 

All city magazines have “Food” 
issues and “Best Restaurant” 
issues and “Best New Chef” 
awards. They sell well, everyone 
likes them, and they’re a great way 
to show the world something 
unique about your community. But 
doing a good food cover is not 
easy. Hour Detroit accomplished 
that feat this year. Who knew 
vegetables could look so good? 



#5 Wonderland Feb/Mar 2015 

While I don’t think I match the target 
demographics of  this UK lifestyle 
import, I look for every issue at my 
local Barnes & Noble, follow them on 
Instagram and just find their editorial 
and social media very intriguing. For 
the second year in a row, Wonderland 
gets placed in the top ten covers. This 
year they break the rules about black 
and white covers. Successfully. 



#6: Tie – Ebony Magazine November 2015  
& New York Magazine July 27, 2015 

How many covers did the Cosby Show snag back in the 
1980’s? How many young men and women wished their dads 
had the wit and wisdom of  Clifford Huxtable? The sheer 
immensity of  the rape allegations against Bill Cosby and the 
betrayal the black community felt because of  them is clearly, 
poignantly and brilliantly on display in both of  these covers. 



It takes a moment to remember that before this Fall’s terrible terrorist attacks in Paris, there was another 
attack in Paris on the offices of Charlie Hebdo Magazine. This illustration says everything with just a simple 
twist on the iconic Eiffel Tower. No cover lines are necessary. On the other hand, Business Week’s cover says 
everything with the image. But the headline, “The IRS Sucks” will fool you unless you read the tag line and 
realize that they’re talking about the people who work for the embattled tax collection agency. 

#7: Tie – The New Yorker January 19,2015  
& Bloomburg Business Week April 6, 2015 



#8 Redbook Magazine 
September 2015 

While “authentic” is an overused and 
abused buzzword in the world of  
marketing, Redbook went with it anyway 
with their powerful Fall cover that 
featured “Real Women” (Not actresses 
or models). Did it work? You bet. 



#9 Dazed and Confused September 2015 

I have to admit that this 
difficult to find UK import was 
one I didn’t find on the racks. I 
follow them on social media 
and this issue made me click 
through to see the cover. I 
think it’s a perfect example of  
how the alternative fashion 
‘zine world completely 
obliterates all of  the rules 
about successful newsstand 
covers, and is still successful. 
If  I’d seen this on the racks? I 
would have stopped and 
picked up a copy. 



#10 Canoe & Kayak June 2015 

This activity magazine from the 
publisher formerly known as 
Source Interlink hits all the right 
high notes with their traditional 
but engaging cover. Beautiful blue 
serene waters? Check. Great cover 
lines focusing on the “Best” and 
even “26 Best”? Check. Does 
anyone know the science behind 
the trend of  three separate topics 
in the skyline? I see it everywhere 
and I actually like it. 



Runners Up 2015 

Why offer what is often considered 
by some to be a participation 
trophy? 

The answer is simple. My desktop 
folder of  2015 covers is very large. 
More than 80 different covers to 
consider. Thirty eight made it into 
the initial list for the top ten. 

Therefore, for your consideration, 
I’d like to offer these five for you to 
look at, think about, and ask 
yourself, “Should they have made it 
into the top ten?” 

Food for thought.  



Runner Up #1:Fur-Fish-Game 
September 2015  

This September, Fur-Fish-
Game Magazine celebrated 
it’s 90th consecutive year of  
publishing. This monthly 
magazine has always 
featured an illustrated cover 
and often the images are 
striking. This issue perfectly 
captures the wilderness and 
the audience that the 
magazine services. 



Entertainment Weekly –  
Leonard Nimoy Special Issue 

 The soul of  the original cast of  the Sci-Fi 
TV show “Star Trek” was Leonard Nimoy' s 
portrayal of  the logic oriented alien, Mr. 
Spock. This shot perfectly captures how 
Nimoy played this part. Not for laughs, not 
too stiff. But approachable, intelligent, 
someone to model yourself  after. Human.  



Put A Egg On It Issue #7 

To be completely honest, I have to confess 
that I have never actually seen a copy of  this 
magazine. Their distribution is tiny and it’s a 
long ride to the nearest store that may or 
may not have a copy. 

And I really don’t like magazines that use 
issue numbers rather than cover dates (stale 
magazines are stale magazines). 

But what a fun name! What an interesting 
logo. And I’m a sucker for food magazines. 
And I am going to go looking for a copy. 



Teen Vogue August 2015 

Teen Vogue’s August cover got a 
decent amount of  attention for 
featuring three black models.  

Leaving aside the fact that 
mainstream magazines need to 
acknowledge the presence and 
contribution of  persons of  color 
to the fashion world, it’s simply a 
great cover. Cover lines, poses, 
color. This is a great cover. And a 
great message.  



Most Egregious Cover of  The Year 

Frankly, I really don’t have anything against the 
Kardashian clan. They figured out a way to 
access fame and turn their small, tidy fortune 
into a big sprawling fortune of  fame, fashion and 
reality television. Well played Kris Jenner. 

Likewise, while I’m a fan of  social justice, I’m not 
the type who opposes able bodied actors 
portraying persons with disabilities.  

But my issue with this particular part of  the 
shoot was that it was supposedly exploring her 
image as an “object of  vast media scrutiny.” 

Sorry Kylie. Before you were 18, you were the 
subject of  your family’s control. Now, as an adult, 
you are volunteering for the scrutiny. Your fame 
and fortune does not disable you. You’re only a 
poseable plaything if  you allow that to happen to 
yourself.   

Interview Magazine December 2015 



BN Black Friday 

Retailer Initiative of  The Year 


